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From Your Potentate 
A. Paul Pabón & Lady Karen 

  
Good day Ladies and Nobles. June was absolutely joyful, and July promises to be as well. First, 
I would like to speak on July and August, as there are many wonderful things planned while the 
Temple is dark. Shriners International will be held in Daytona Beach, Florida, July 15th – 19th. 
Accompanying Karen and I will be our Chief Rabban, Cody Conway; our Assistant Rabban, 
Chris Shoemaker; our High Priest and Prophet, Mike Chapton; two past Potentates, Illustrious 
Sirs Gene and Michael Fox; and the Grand Master of Masons for the State of Nevada, Most 
Worshipful Mark Marsh. Imperial Sessions are always high on the fun factor, but there is much 
work to be done. Besides all of the issues which need to be voted on, I wish to introduce an 
international “Honored Lady’s Pin”, which will be easily recognizable by all Nobles worldwide. 
These Ladies should receive the global recognition they deserve. 
 
There is also much work to be done at the Temple while we are dark (July and August). Both of 
the steps on the East side of the building need to be replaced at a cost of $17,500.00. This is a 
safety issue which would cost us millions of dollars if left unattended and we have another 
accident on these steps. Yes! I said another accident. Our own Administrative Aide, Magda, fell 
on these steps as a result of their poor condition. No lawsuit… Thank you Magda! 
 
Next is to tile the office areas. Anyone who has walked through this area of our Temple has 
noted the very poor condition of the carpet, including stains which cannot be removed. All of 
the carpet will be removed and the tiles, which have been sitting alongside our building for 
years, will be used for this beautification project. If we are to 
attract business to our Temple, we will need to look like a 
business office. I will be able to accomplish this project for a 
cost within my discretionary budget ($3,500). 
 
In July, we will have our Fourth of July Parades in two 
locations at once. We are scheduled to join the parade in 



 
Fernley, Nevada as we have done for many years as well as Virginia City, Nevada. We are 
definitely big enough to be able to share the word of Shrinedom throughout the state. Pick 
which parade you wish to attend and be at the assigned staging area for the start. Details will be 
forthcoming from our Recorder and there will be an Oasis at each site. 
 
July 7th we will have our Show and Shine Car show. Our Assistant Rabban, Chris Shoemaker, 
has all the details, however, here’s a heads-up; it will be at the A&W, on Barring Blvd, Sparks, 
NV from 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm with a $15.00 entry fee. Lots of prizes and raffles and the 
proceeds go to our First Lady’s Project. Come out and support this most worthy event. 

 
July 11th, at 6:00pm, Escurial Lodge will be conducting a Master Mason Degree. 
Come and enjoy the fellowship and good food.  
 
July 12th thru the 20th Your Potentate and First Lady will 

be at Imperial Sessions, in Dayton Beach, Florida.  
 
And after July 20th you will find your Potentate back in the office taking care of business and 
working overtime. Come in for a visit and enjoy a Scotch with the Pote. 
 

Now, on to the fun we had in June. To begin with, your Potentate 
and First Lady took a little vacation. We loaded up the motorhome 
and drove with family to the Grand Tetons. Loved it, loved it, 
loved it, but as those of you who have 
served as Potentate know, vacation is a 
relative term. A few issues at the Temple 
tugged on my cable tow during this time, 

but all in all, most of you gave us this week to recharge our batteries.  
We saw some of the most spectacular sights our country has to offer 
and witnessed a greater variety of wildlife than we had ever seen before. 
 
Returning home was a matter of un-packing the motorhome and packing the suitcases for the 

Potentates, Cruise. We started in Memphis, TN (The 
land of the Delta Blues) and cruised down the Mighty 
Mississippi River to New Orleans, Louisiana. Four 
Temples, accounting for one hundred thirty-nine 
Shriners and their ladies were represented and the fun 
and laughter were non-stop. Even though this was kind 
of a second vacation for Karen and I, much work was 
done. Specifically, relationships with Temples were 
enhanced. Networking and open discourse between 
Nobles from neighboring Temples were accomplished, 

as well as planning strategies. The exchange of ideas by both the Nobles and their Ladies 
proved very beneficial. We have much to discuss at our Stated Meetings. 



 
 
I am sorry to have missed the Father’s Day pancake breakfast, but our Chief Rabban, Cody 
Conway, was asked to represent me during this event and I heard that all had a great time.  
 
Upon returning home it was hurry-up to make sure all preparations for our Stated Meeting were 
in order. Cherry Bomb prepared a great dinner for our Rodeo themed gathering: tri-tips, BBQ 

beans, macaroni and cheese and of course a delicious salad 
with all the trimmings. And for dessert, ICE CREAM, but 
with a twist… It was all the ice cream you could eat, but 
you had to buy the toppings for a donation that went to the 
First Lady’s project. Evidently all of you love toppings on 
your ice cream cuz Karen told me, on the way home, that 
she made sixty-six dollars towards the First Lady’s Project, 
on just the toppings. I have always said there is something 
magical about ice cream. 

 
During dinner, all in attendance, were treated to some 
cowboy poetry by none other than “Pauly the Kid”, who 
gave a dissertation that wooed all the ladies and brought a 
tear to grown men. I think the tear came from the fact that 
Pauly the Kid’s poetry was so bad… but I think that he 
rather took it as a compliment, besides, nobody enjoys 
cowboy poetry more than the cowboy reciting it.  
 
Then it was off to our Stated Meeting and much discussion on the sixty plus pages of “Calls” 
from Imperial this year. We had two specific Calls which directly affect our Temple. The first 
deals with the Hospital/Clinic issue. This issue involves the protocols for reducing the number 
of Shrine Hospital for Children from twenty-two (22) to four (4). The idea is to have many 
more Shrine clinics which will provide outpatient care and four strategically located hospitals 
which would provide inpatient care. There was much discussion on this topic, but the final tally 
of the members present was they wished for their representatives to vote in favor of this Call.  
 
The second deals with Al Kader leaving the Western Shrine Association. The membership 
wishes for its representatives to vote a big fat “NO” on this Call.  
 
This wrapped up the month of June, and as always, it is such a pleasure and an honor to serve as 
your Potentate. Please remember, just because the Temple is dark, doesn’t mean the fun stops. 
We will have events during our darkerage (I just made that word up) that you will not want to 
miss. See our calendar as well as the First Lady’s Page for funness (another word I made up) 
during our darkerage. 
 
Paul



 

2018  
POTENTATE’S UPDATED CALENDAR 

 
July 4 Fourth of July Parade, Virginia City, Nev. 
July 7 Kerak Shrine Car Show, A&W 1311 Baring Blvd, Sparks, NV 8943 (Coordinated by 

Assistant Rabban Chris Shoemaker) 
July 8 Over The Hill Gang Breakfast 
July 14-20 Imperial Sessions, Daytona Beach, Florida 
July 25 Murder Mystery Dinner, Kerak Shrine 
August 6 Karavaner’s Dinner 
August 12 Hot August Night Parade, Reno. 
August 18 Yerington Rodeo Parade/ Official Visitation  
August 26 Wine and Paint Party, Kerak Shrine 
Aug. 30-Sept.1 Elko Official Visitation and Parade, Elko, Nev. 
September 3 Labor Day Parade, Fallon, Nev. 
September 9 Over The Hill Gang Breakfast  
September 15 Horse painting party, Lone Pine, California 
September 22 Casino Royale, Kerak Shrine Center 
September 26 Kerak Stated Meeting, 5:00 P.M. Social, 6:00 P.M. dinner, theme will be ‘Hawaiian Luau” 

Perhaps a visit from the world famous Hula dancers “Come-on I Wanna Lei Ya” (What 
else? It’s a luau), 7:00 P.M. Business Meeting. 

October 1 Karavaner’s Dinner 
October 14 Over The Hill Gang Breakfast 
October 24 Kerak Stated Meeting, 5:00 P.M. Social, 6:00 P.M. dinner (Ghoulish goulash and fixings), 

theme will be ‘Halloween Party” Perhaps a visit from Dracula, 7:00 P.M. Business 
Meeting. 

October 27 Nevada Day Parade, Carson City, Nev. 
November 5 Karavaner’s Luncheon 
November 11 Over The Hill Gang Breakfast 
TBA Chief Rabban and Chief Rabban’s Lady’s Night (Coordinated by Assistant Rabban) 
December 1 Sparks Hometowne Christmas Parade, Sparks, Nev.  
December 2 Shrine Kids Christmas Party, Kerak Shrine 
December 19 Kerak Stated Meeting and election of officers, 5:00 P.M. Social, 6:00 P.M. dinner, theme 

will be ‘A Christmas Party” Perhaps a visit from Santa, 7:00 P.M. Business Meeting.



 
 

Minutes from the June 27 2018 stated meeting 

Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Potentate Paul Pabón.  In attendance were 27 Nobles. 

The opening Prayer led by P.P. Bill Earnhardt. 

The Black Camel Prayer led by A.R. Chris Shoemaker in remembrance of Noble Duane Ramsey. 

Introductions were made which included Grand Lodge officer Richard Graver, Past Potentates, Blue Lodge 
sitting Masters and Past Masters. 

The Cold Sands was given to Nobel John David McCrillis. 

Shrine Certificates were given to Noble Arthur Strode and Noble John McIntosh. 

The reading of the minutes was waived. 

The treasurer’s report was given by Treasurer Josh Lantz. 

Raymond James funds were discussed. 

The Potentate spoke on the upcoming Casino Royale night September 22, 2018. 

There was also a lively discussion on the 2018 circus. 

G.L.O. Richard Graver and P.P. Gene Fox reported on the Shriners Hospitals for Children (S.H.C.), Northern 
California. 

Noble Bob Pohlman reported on the S.H.C. Salt Lake City. 

Under new business; 

P.P. Michael Fox, Potentate Paul Pabón and Noble Bob Pohlman discussed “The Call” for the upcoming 
Imperial Session. There are only two issues of concern to Kerak Shrine and discussion was held on how we 
wanted our representatives to vote. The first is a “Resolution”. “WHEREAS, Al Kader Shriners, pursuant to 
209.1(b) of Article 9 of the bylaws of the Iowa Corporation, at a stated meeting on November 13 2017, 
considered and passed a resolution requesting withdrawal from the Western Shrine Association; and 
WHEREAS, the Western Shrine Association was advised of the adoption of the Resolution. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Shriners International pursuant to 209.1(a) of the bylaws of the Iowa 
Corporation, approves the proposal of Al Kader Shriners to change the membership of the Western Shrine 
Association by deleting therefrom Al Kader Shriners and that the charter of such be accordingly amended”. 



 
Effect of amendment if passed: Al Kader Shriners would be permitted to withdraw from the Western Shrine 
Association. 

The vote of those present at the stated meeting, June 27, 2018, voted “no”. 

The second of interest under Article 3: 

503.2 Acquisitions, Constructions or Closing of Hospitals. 

(e) Limiting the use of a Shriners Hospital, such as for day surgery and/or outpatient care, is a function of the 
board of trustees under 508.7; but it must have the approval of  directors, and the approval of the Boards of 
Governors of the affected hospitals, or by the affirmative vote by written ballot of not fewer than two-thirds 
of those present and voting, and not fewer than 400 of the members registered at an annual meeting of this 
corporation, and the facility must be clearly identifiable to the public as a Shriners Hospital for Children. 

Effect of amendment if passed: “A change in the care delivery model of any Shriners Hospital for Children 
would require the approval of the Board of Trustees, the approval of the Board of Directors, and the approval 
of the Board of Governors of the affected hospital or by the affirmative vote by written ballot of not fewer 
than two-thirds of those present and voting, and not fewer than 400 of the members registered at an annual 
meeting of this corporation”. 
 
The vote of those present at the stated meeting, June 27 2018, voted “yes”. 
 
Club and Unit reports: 

The Karavaners reported and invited those wishing to join to contact George McKiernan. 

No other reports given. 

Meeting closed at 9:10 p.m. 
 
 
As a footnote from the Recorders desk: 
 
Please check that your dues card is current. If it is not, please call the Recorder to make payment 
arrangements, 775-856-3330.  
 
We need help soliciting for our Casino Royale night September 22, 2018. This is a major fundraiser for our 
Temple. Call me at the Temple to see what you can do to help, 775-856-3330. We need your commitment to 
help.  
 
Thank you. 
Howard Elsfelder-Recorder



 
 

Kerak Shrine First Lady’s Message 
July 2018 

By Lady Karen Pabón 
 
First Lady’s Project – Assistance to the Comprehensive Cerebral Palsy Center 
Shriners Hospitals for Children, Northern California and Salt Lake City, Utah 

  
 
Paul and I certainly had a fun and busy June.  My message will be brief to make way for sharing 
pictures.  First, for the business part: we have raised over $9,000 towards the First Lady’s Project 
so far this year.  Thank you all so much for your continued support of this project.  Wouldn’t it be 
great to raise $20,000 this year, topping last year’s donations by about $4,000?   
 
We had a fabulous vacation in the Grand Teton and Yellowstone National Parks…our favorite places 
on Earth.  We were treated to many of God’s wonders in wildlife and scenery.  
 
                   

 
After a week at home, we headed to Memphis for our Potentates’ trip on the Mississippi River 
cruise to New Orleans (and to see if we might spot Elvis – We did not).  The trip was attended by 
many Shriners from the west and we all had a wonderful time.  We hung out with friends and made 
countless new ones.  The American Queen is a beautiful boat with a remarkable staff and offers 
very notable shore excursions.  We enjoyed a tour of a working cotton plantation in Natchez, 
Mississippi and a boat ride into the swamps of Nottoway, Louisiana.  This certainly 
was not a Disneyland ride!   
 

                 



 
  

              

 
 
 
 
 

 Eli Whitney’s Cotton Gin at Frogmore Plantation         Cotton field and housing for current cotton gin  
             that works on the same principle as the original. 
 
 
 
 
 

Who knew one of the two original 
Herschell hand-carved wooden carousels 
in the US has been in Greenville, Mississippi 
since 1901? 

 
 
The June Rodeo month meeting was another successful one.  Social hour made time for some 
Cowboy Poetry from the “Pauly the Kid”.  What a romantic cowboy!  Lily Carrara announced the 
Rainbow Girls raised $7,000 for Shriners Hospitals for Children.  Good goin’ Rainbow Girls!  Bob 
Pohlman presented checks from the Carson Valley Shrine Club to the Potentate and the First Lady.  
Thank you Carson Valley!   
 
And we held the drawing for the Jewelry donated by Precision Diamonds.  Bonnie Rogers of Genoa 
was the winner.  Congratulations Bonnie!  Thank you all for your support.   
 
We had a great Tri-Tip dinner and the fundraiser was an ice cream bar.  What a way to get 
something for your donation! 
 
Then it is time to get ready for the Imperial Sessions in Daytona Beach, Florida.  This is somewhat 
of a working trip (conferences, meetings, luncheons, networking) and we are looking forward to 
representing our Shrine Center at this international event.   
 

 
 
                      
 
       



 



 

  

MURDER MYSTERY DINNER 
 
 
 

The 2nd Annual Murder Mystery Dinner will be held on: 
 

       July 25th at 5:00 pm 
 
       Kerak Shrine Center 
   4935 Energy Way, Reno 
 

Cost: $20.00 per person 
 

Bottles of wine will be available for a donation to  
the First Lady’s Project 

 
 
We all had so much fun last year and are looking forward to 

another great story this year. 
 

Who do you think committed the murder?  And why? 
 
         

Please RSVP to Karen Pabón at 775-722-4133 
(phone or text) or kjpabon@aol.com by July 13

mailto:kjpabon@aol.com


 

 

 
    

 

Painting and Wine 
Party 

 
August 26 at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Kerak Shrine Center 

4935 Energy Way, Reno 
 
 

Cost: $30 per adult painting 
   $20 per child painting 
 

This cost includes painting supplies, instruction,  
a glass of wine and a good time. 

 
Bring an hors d’’oeuvre or dessert to share. 

 
 

Please RSVP to Karen Pabón by August 13 at  
775-722-4133 (phone or text) or kjpabon@aol.com 

         

 
 
 
 
 



 

2018 KERAK SHRINE CLUBS AND UNITS 
 

CLUBS 
 

Clubs are outlying satellite parts of Kerak Shrine that work to support the Shriners 
Hospitals and the Kerak Shrine Center. 

 
   

EL-KO Reed Moseley 775.934.9759 
   
Kit Carson Valley Shrine Club 

 
Mike Chapton 775.392.3102 

Pizan Switch Mike McCurry 760.937.2204 
 

 
UNITS 

 
Units are groups of Shriners, families and friends who have a common interest 
and enjoy getting together.   
 

Arabians Greg Adams 775.722.3075 
Arabian Knights 
Crescent Club 

Chris Shoemaker 
David Thiel P.P. 

775.400.1369 
775.530.3151 

Golf Club John Reed 775.825-2557 
Greeters David Thiel, P.P. 775.530.3151 

Karavaners George McKiernan 775.722.6661 
Klowns Richard Scott 775.843.9526 

Moonshriners Todd Williams 775.240.1286 
Motor Kart Unit Michael J. Fox P.P. 775.742.1867 
Honda Hot Shots Merged W/ Motor Kart Unit  

Over The Hill Gang A. Paul Pabón 775.720.4097 
Provost Marshal Rod Stahl 775.846.2140 
Rod & Gun Club John Little 775.771.9420 

Stagecraft Larry Snearly 775.742.0933 
Wrecking Crew Keith Mikaelsen 775.851.8746 

   



 



 



 



 
 

News from the    Karavaners Unit 
June 4, 2018 Minutes 

1. The meeting was called to order at 5:00 PM by Secretary Dwain Thornton 
with 24 in attendance.  Our Wagon Master George McKiernan was not at 
our meeting because he was in the hospital.  

2. Pledge of Allegiance: The pledge of allegiance was given. 
3. Introduction of guests:  We introduced two guests, John and his wife Lark 

McIntosh.  John is a new Shriner and they also became members of the 
Karavaners. 

4. Reading of the minutes: A motion was introduced and seconded that the 
reading of the minutes be rescinded for May as they had all gone out in the 
email and read previously. 

5. Treasures Report: Was given by Joe Crowdis and was approved as read. 
6. Sickness and distress: Discussion about George McKiernan. His wife Linda 

gave a report on his condition. This was the first time Linda was able to 
attend and also gave a report on her condition. It was terrific to see Linda in 
attendance even though in a wheel chair, she trooped on. No other reports 
were given. 

7. Birthdays and Anniversaries: The Chandlers, Glenn and Shirley both 
received the birthday song. 

8. Old business: Dwain discussed the Roster update. A new one will be 
emailed to all members. 

9. New Business: Dwain reported that many of the members did not have a 
badge.  He was going to research the cost of them and report back at the 
next dinner. A list of people who want a badge should let him know the 
exact spelling of their name for the badges and they are to be paid for by 
recipient. 



 
10. Campout Reports: Five Rigs responded that they would be going to Topaz 

RV Park on June 15th – 18th. We discussed just having afternoon appetizers 
with meals on your own.  Monday night special at the Topaz Inn is $8.99 for a 
prime rib dinner. Our new member John McIntosh stated that he would bring 
a couple of pop up tents for shade during game times and appetizers. 

11. Joy Hart reported on the Weed Heights campout for August and asked us to 
notify Terry or her (775) 223-3513 if you planned on attending and a reminder 
that they only accept cash and they do not accept reservations. 

12. Monthly Dinner Report:  The next dinner meeting will be at the Wigwam 
restaurant located at 225 Main Street, Fernley NV on July 2 at 5:00 PM, hosted 
by Glenn and Shirley Chandler. Please let them know if you are going 
(775)575-9207. 

13.  Special Announcements:  There were no special announcements  
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Dwain Thornton, Secretary (775) 527-1163                                           
dwainthornton@sbcglobal.net 

 
Join us we can fill your thirst 

 
 

mailto:dwainthornton@sbcglobal.net


 

 

KERAK SHRINE GREETERS 
 

 
The Kerak Shrine Greeters are hoping to 
find some new members. Could you be 
one of them?  
 
 

 
What do Greeters do?  

We welcome those attending stated meetings.  
We carry the Shrine banner in parades.  
We escort dignitaries for introduction at formal Shrine 
functions.  
Most of all we have fun doing what we do.  

 
 

Our uniform is a white dinner jacket with a red 
bow tie, black slacks and black shoes. If you are 
interested, we have several white jackets just 
waiting to adorn a Shriner like you.  
 
 
 
Please call: 
David Thiel PP, Director of the Greeters 775-530-3151  
-or-  
Joe Crowdis 775-721-2981  



 

 

 
Kerak Dinner and Stated Meeting 
 
The Kerak Shrine is dark for July and August; there will be no Stated Meetings.  The 
next Shrine Stated meeting is September 26. 
 
Help Our Children 
Our Shrine Center is always in need of more drivers and co-drivers for transportation 
of children to the Shrine Hospital. If you can give the Greatest Gift of your time, 
please call Magda at the Shrine Center (856-3330) to be placed on the list of those 
who give and give and give. 
 
Upcoming events 
 
Show and Shine Car Show July 7, 2018  5:00 – 9:00 PM 
 
Murder Mystery Dinner  July 25, 2018  5:00 PM 
(see flyer in this Kourier) 
 
Hot August Nights Parade August 12, 2018  Details in robo-call 
 
Yerington Rodeo Parade August 18, 2018  Details in robo-call 
Potentate’s Official Visitation 
To Pizen Switch Shrine Club 
 
Family Fun – Painting and Wine August 26, 2018  1:00 PM 
Party (see flyer in this Kourier)  
 
Stated Meeting September 26, 2018  5:00 PM  Social 
   6:00 PM  Dinner 
   7:00 PM  Meeting  



 

 

The 
Black Camel    
 
In Memory of our departed Brother 
Nobles 
 
 
My Brethren, the roll of the workmen has been called, and one Master Mason has not 
answered to his name. He has laid down the working tools of the Craft and with them 
he has left that mortal part for which he no longer has use.  
 

Roy Caldwell Dec. 2017 
Peter Zadra Feb 28, 2018 
David E. McMahon Feb. 4, 2018 
Martin “Marty” Jensen Feb. 8, 2018  
Duane Ramsey  (notified 5/26/2018) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
His labors here below have taught him to divest his heart and conscience of the vices 
and superfluities of life, thereby fitting his mind as a living stone for that spiritual 
building -- that house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.  
 

Donald Clukey 
James Ruckman 
Gordon Clare 
Everett Corporon 
S. BARTON “BART” JACKA 
George Twaddle     

 Dec. 21, 2017 
Jan. 14, 2018 
Jan. 31. 2018 
Mar. 17, 2016 
May 4, 2018 
Jun. 27, 2018 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Carson Valley Shrine Club Generous donation to Kerak Shrine 

Center 
 
 
Ryan Bonnenfant Donation to the Shrine Center 
 
 
Carson Valley Shrine Club Generous donation to the First 

Lady’s Project 
 
                                                                                                  
Lucinda (Ann) Buchaman Generous donation to the First 

Lady’s Project 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to all who continue to contribute to the First Lady’s Project.  We will 
certainly be able to make a difference in patients receiving cerebral palsy care at  
our two hospitals 
 
 
 
And still, another special thank you for all of you who donated to our Shrine 
Center general fund.  Every dollar counts. 
 
 
Thank you all, 
A. Paul  Pabón, Potentate and Lady Karen  



 

 


