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From Your Potentate

A. Paul Pabón & Lady Karen
Good day Ladies and Nobles,
the month of May was a whirlwind. And
yes, it was another great month of enjoying serving as your Potentate, First Lady and
representing Kerak Shrine Center. Where to begin… well let’s start with the first day of the
month and last preparations with Lisa Miolini for the Potentate’s Ball. A year in preparation and
still some last minute decisions… centerpieces for the tables, lay out of the venue and oh yes,
let’s not forget where to place Norma Jean Mortenson, the given name of actress Marilyn
Monroe and Dean Martin for the photo ops. Lots of last minute decisions, yes, but fun.
Then it’s off to plan fundraisers with several meetings
with Divan members and Ms. Jeanette Reynolds who is
helping Kerak Shrine coordinate a Casino Royale Night
for September 22. This is going to be so much fun with
many of the casino type gaming, combined with a
competition poker night and sponsored tables. We are
going to turn the entire inside of the Shrine Center into a
casino, a bar, entertainment including dancing, and
cocktail waitresses… it’s gonna be way too much fun. Plan your calendar early, you are not
going to want to miss this one.
Next it was off to celebrate “Cinco De Mayo” with, what
else? A Kentucky Derby party at Bill and Cindy
Earnhardt’s. Boy, do they know how to celebrate a
Mexican Holiday. Lots of food, lots of drink and of
course my horse came in dead last. I now know what it
means to be “dead last”. It means listening to Bob Beach
tell me “I told you so” … I’d rather die than to hear him

gloat. Maybe it was the way my jockey was riding the horse that made the difference between a
win and dead last. There’s always next year.

The Potentates Ball was a blast with everyone
dressed to the nines, a la mafia style. It was a
“Rat Pack” theme with lots of good friends,
family, food, entertainment, drink, dancing
and frivolity. Nothing like dressing up to show off your lady.
Karen looked like a dream (She always does). Lisa and the
Sands treated us all like
royalty and the evening
was one I will never
forget. Thank you all
for making this evening
one of the most memorable of my life.
Next it was
camping
with the
Karavaners in Coleville, California. The days were
filled with laughter, the afternoons with games and
plenty of adult beverages, and the evenings with
spectacular sights as the stars came out to put on a
show. Even the distant thunder did not deter from
the beauty of the evening as they lit up the skies
with beautiful flashes followed by the rumbling of
God’s own show.
Then it was off to Mt. Rose Assembly No. 13, of the Rainbow for Girls, for the crowning of Ms.
Lily Carrera as the Worthy Advisor. It is wonderful to see our own girls being recognized for
their talents as leaders. They are definitely our future.
The 19th saw Karen and I at the Shriners Hospital for Children, in Sacramento, Ca. where we
had arranged for a special tour for Northern Nevada Blue Lodge members. The Grand Master of
Masons, Most Worshipful Mark A. Marsh, attended along with other Grand Lodge Officers,
Master Masons their children and wives. The purpose of this tour was so others could
experience the need to become a part of what our hospital stands for. Karen and I believe if
others experience why we love our Shriners Hospitals so much, they too will want to become

part of caring for our Shriner kids. Thirty-nine others learned to love our hospital and children
that day. What a wonderful experience for all, a great success and oh yes, Petitions are coming.
The Stated Meeting on May 23rd was truly one for the books. All of this year’s Stated Meetings
have been so much fun for Karen and I, but this one took a special place in my heart. Like all of
our meetings, it started with our social hour in which Karen and I enjoy greeting all of our
friends and meeting new ones. Look for me wearing a white jacket next year as a Greeter. I
can’t say enough about how wonderful it is to see and greet each and every one of you. Each of
you has filled a special place in my heart and greeting you as you come in is a joy I wish to
continue to experience into many years to come.
Next, we enjoyed an all-American dinner, in honor of Memorial Day and Flag Day. This was
very meaningful to me as I felt privileged to give a presentation on the meaning of Memorial
Day, while standing next to the flag of the United States of America, held by Captain Mike
Chapton, United States Army (better known as your High Priest and Prophet). After the
presentation, Ms. Lily Carrera gave the Rainbow salute to the flag which was followed by a
moment of silence for all who gave their lives to protect our freedom. “Taps” was heard in the
distance which always stirs an emotion within me that I cannot describe in words.
Dinner was delicious and then it was on to our Stated
Meeting. Prior to opening in due form, all were invited into
the meeting room to witness a special presentation by
DeMolay’s Brett Grimm, Senior Counselor, who gave the
“Celebration of Lights” presentation. A very impressive
presentation which again demonstrates how Masonry has
influence our young leaders. We are definitely living in a
wonderful world when such young people show so much
promise for our future.
Somehow, this month we found time to visit with three Blue Lodges in Northern Nevada and
extend the banner of good will, attend two York Rite Conclaves, preside as Master of Escurial
Lodge, and officiate at a wedding in Virginia City. Who said retirement was boring?
Thank you to each and every one of you for this opportunity to serve.
Paul

KERAK SHRINE CENTER
AGENDA
Cowboy Theme…

This is Our Last Hoorah
Before We Go Dark

I.
II.

Open in ritualistic form
Invocation

III.

Pledge of Allegiance

IV.

Black Camel (If needed)

An update of those who have laid down their working tools as well as a sickness and
distressed report. Remembering Brotherly Love to those in need.
V.
VI.

Welcome Nobility
Introductions of Dignitary, Visitors and Guests

This is an important part of our Stated meeting where we honor and recognize all those
who have served or are serving our fraternity.
VII.

Recorders Report (Reports, correspondence, petitions etc.)
All Correspondence is of interest to the Nobility as are petitions.
We have set a goal of one hundred new members by the end of
the year. We are half way through the year and we have a long
way to go. Time to step-up our game. Your Potentate has thrown
down the gauntlet and vowed to personally bring in a petition for
every petition brought in by the Nobility. Will you take the
challenge? Membership is everyone’s responsibility. Come to the
meeting with a petition in hand!

VIII.
IX.

Minutes & approval of minutes (Posted in Kourier, a motion and second to
dispense, majority rules)
Treasurer’s Financial Report, include any payments of
outstanding bills outside the budget.

This is of particular interest to the Nobility as only non-budgeted item
will be discussed. We don’t need to rehash what we have already
approved. However, any new items will need to be approved by the Nobility.
X.

Potentates Report
a. Need to incorporate more fund raisers. Discussions on what is working in other
Masonic bodies and obtained through several workshops.
b. Work to be done at the Shrine Center while we are dark to include the side steps
and re-doing floors in the office area.

XI.

Chief Rabban Report(s)

XII.

Assistant Rabban Report(s)

XIII.

High Priest & Prophet Report(s)

XIV.

Oriental Guide Report(s)

XV.

Hospital Report(s)

a. Illustrious Sir Gene Fox, Northern California
Shriners Hospital for Children
b. Noble Bob Pohlman, Salt Lake City Shriners
Hospital for Children
XVI.

New Business

XVII.

Old Business

a. Repairs to steps along the side (Safety Issue).
b. Removing carpet from office area and tiling
XVIII.

Business by Nobility
Clubs and Unit reports and/or any business (new or old) which the Nobility wishes to
discuss for the good of the order.

XIX.

Closure – Short form
Let’s go enjoy some fellowship at the bar

2018
POTENTATE’S UPDATED CALENDAR
June 2-9
June 9
June 16
June 16-25
June 17
June 27
July 2
July 4
July 7
July 8
July 14-20
July 25
August 6
August 12
August 18
August 26
Aug. 30-Sept.1
September 3
September 9
September 15
September 22
September 26

October 1
October 14
October 24

October 27
November 5
November 11
TBA
December 1
December 2
December 19

Potentate on vacation
Carson Valley Days parade/Official Visitation. Kerak to Gardnerville. Represented by
Chief Rabban Cody Conway
Reno Rodeo Parade, represented by Chief Rabban Cody Conway.
Western States Potentates’ Mississippi River Cruise
Father’s day, (Shrine Breakfast) Coordinated by Chief Rabban
Kerak Stated Meeting, 5:00 P.M. Social, 6:00 P.M. dinner, theme will be “Western
Rodeo” Perhaps a visit from a cowboy poet, 7:00 P.M. Business Meeting.
Karavaner’s Dinner
Fourth of July Parade, Virginia City, Nev.
Kerak Shrine Car Show, A&W 1311 Baring Blvd, Sparks, NV 8943 (Coordinated by
Assistant Rabban Chris Shoemaker)
Over The Hill Gang Breakfast
Imperial Sessions, Daytona Beach, Florida
Murder Mystery Dinner, Kerak Shrine
Karavaner’s Dinner
Hot August Night Parade, Reno.
Yerington Rodeo Parade/ Official Visitation
Wine and Paint Party, Kerak Shrine
Elko Official Visitation and Parade, Elko, Nev.
Labor Day Parade, Fallon, Nev.
Over The Hill Gang Breakfast
Horse painting party, Lone Pine, California
Casino Royale, Kerak Shrine Center
Kerak Stated Meeting, 5:00 P.M. Social, 6:00 P.M. dinner, theme will be ‘Hawaiian Luau”
Perhaps a visit from the world famous Hula dancers “Come-on I Wanna Lei Ya” (What
else? It’s a luau), 7:00 P.M. Business Meeting.
Karavaner’s Dinner
Over The Hill Gang Breakfast
Kerak Stated Meeting, 5:00 P.M. Social, 6:00 P.M. dinner (Ghoulish goulash and fixings),
theme will be ‘Halloween Party” Perhaps a visit from Dracula, 7:00 P.M. Business
Meeting.
Nevada Day Parade, Carson City, Nev.
Karavaner’s Luncheon
Over The Hill Gang Breakfast
Chief Rabban and Chief Rabban’s Lady’s Night (Coordinated by Assistant Rabban)
Sparks Hometowne Christmas Parade, Sparks, Nev.
Shrine Kids Christmas Party, Kerak Shrine
Kerak Stated Meeting and election of officers, 5:00 P.M. Social, 6:00 P.M. dinner, theme
will be ‘A Christmas Party” Perhaps a visit from Santa, 7:00 P.M. Business Meeting.

I attended the installation of Lily Carrara as Worthy Advisor, Mt. Rose Assembly #13 on Sunday may 20 th, and
was very impressed. A good installation and the girls really knew their “work”. I couldn’t stay for the
refreshments, needed to be here to bartend for “Sunday Funday”. For those who are not familiar, it is a fun
way to spend a few hours “swing dancing” to a live 12 piece swing band. And, I must say, it is fun!
Moving right along,
Prior to our Stated Meeting May 23rd, DeMolay Senior Counselor for Northern California, Nevada and Hawaii (I
hope I got it right), who did the ceremony of lights. Again, he was very impressive.
Which brings us around to the minutes of our Stated Meeting (condensed version):
In attendance were 31 Nobles.
The meeting was in honor of our veterans.
The meeting was called to order by our Potentate A. Paul Pabón at 7:23 p.m.
Our Chaplain, Jay Williams, gave our opening prayer, and the “black camel” prayer, remembering our Brother
and Noble S. Barton Jacka.
The Pledge of Allegiance to our flag was led by our Potentate.
Introductions were made, recognizing our Grand Master of the State of Nevada, Mark Marsh, Past Potentates,
Past Masters and sitting Masters.
The Recorders minutes from the previous meeting were read and approved as read.
The Treasurer gave his report.
Potentate A. Paul Pabón gave a report on near future fundraisers.
Two (2) petitions were read and unanimously voted in. Welcome to our new Nobles John McIntosh and
affiliate George McKiernan.
Assistant Rabban Chris Shoemaker gave his report on the Northern California Shriners Hospital.
Also, read was the memorial for Past Imperial Potentate Gene Bracewell.
Also discussed, the Carson Valley Days parade coming up on June 9 th, which we will be participating in. Line up
at 9:00 a.m.
The Oriental Guide had nothing to report.

Noble Bob Pohlman reported on the Salt Lake City Hospital.
There were a couple of committee reports.
Our Potentate then called our Grand Master to the East and presented Most Worshipful Mark with his Kerak
fez. Most Worshipful Mark was most appreciative and gave inspiring last words.
The meeting closed in short form at 8:45 p.m.
Howard B. Elsfelder - Recorder

Kerak Shrine First Lady’s Message
May 2018
By Lady Karen Pabón
First Lady’s Project – Assistance to the Comprehensive Cerebral Palsy Center
Shriners Hospitals for Children, Northern California and Salt Lake City, Utah
May proved to be another very busy month both in our personal life and our Shriner life. We
enjoyed every moment! The month started with a visit from our daughter who we hadn’t seen in
several months. Then it was on to Bill and Cindy Earnhardt’s to enjoy a fabulous Kentucky
Derby/Cinco de Mayo party. Go Justify! On your way to a Triple Crown!
Next was a gathering of many of Paul’s co-employees from the Oakland Police Department in
Minden. It is so nice they come to Nevada for their reunions!
All of these events happened as we were getting ready for the
Potentate’s Ball. And what a Ball it was! It was so nice to see all who
could attend. The food was delicious, the band was great and the
friendship and fellowship was wonderful...Even with Marilyn and Dino!
Thank you all for your continued support of your Potentate and First
Lady!
A few days later we loaded the motorhome (we call it “Tootle”) and headed to Coleville for a great
time camping with the Kerak Karavaners. Joe and Carolynn Crowdis hosted a wonderful time in
Coleville, California. There was fellowship, eating, games, eating, relaxing, eating… and, did I
mention eating? And don’t forget about the happy hours. Of course, we need something to wash
done all of that food!
Immediately on our return from the campout, we hopped on a bus and headed to the Shriners
Hospital for Children, Northern California, with the Grand Master, several Master Masons and their
wives. We had a very informative tour and a nice lunch.
The next day was Lily Carrara’s installation as Worthy Advisor of
Rainbow. It is always a good time to attend the functions of the other
Masonic bodies. This is Masonic Unity at its best.
A couple days later was the Stated Meeting. We had lots to get ready
for…A salute to Memorial Day and Flag Day; Worthy Advisor Lily’s recitation of the American’s
Creed; the Atitool and Pursenality silent auction fundraiser; and a kickoff to summer hamburger
and hot dog dinner. What a successful evening! We raised $340 on the silent auction.
The Ladies also had fun playing Purse Scavenger Hunt while the men held their meeting. Julie
Clark won the Starbucks gift card with a whopping 237 points. A big part of the points were due to
the fact that Julie had a Shriners brochure and petition in her purse. Congratulations, Julie!
The Ladies and guests were invited into the meeting room to witness the DeMolay Ceremony of
Lights. It was a beautiful ceremony and was presented very well Brett Grimm.

We ended the month by Paul performing a western wedding at the Delta Saloon in Virginia City.
Then packing for our vacation to the Grand Tetons and Yellowstone National Parks. Whew! This
busy month is finally over! But, June and July promise to be quite busy too.
With the help of all of you, we have raised over $8,000 this year for the First Lady’s Project.
Thank you to all and to those of you who helped sell jewelry tickets. I think this was a worth while
fundraiser to try to reach the pockets of other than our Masonic family. We have collected over
$1,400 on these tickets so far with several people who have not turned in the money yet.
Speaking of the tickets, the drawing will be held at the next stated meeting on June 27. Please get
all tickets and money to me by that date.
The June meeting will be in honor of rodeo month. The fundraiser and the Ladies’ program are to
be determined.
Here are some fun pictures from the Potentate’s Ball:

2018 KERAK SHRINE CLUBS AND UNITS
CLUBS
Clubs are outlying satellite parts of Kerak Shrine that work to support the Shriners
Hospitals and the Kerak Shrine Center.
EL-KO

Reed Moseley

775.934.9759

Kit Carson Valley Shrine Club

Mike Chapton

775.392.3102

Pizan Switch

Mike McCurry

760.937.2204

UNITS
Units are groups of Shriners, families and friends who have a common interest
and enjoy getting together.
Arabians
Arabian Knights
Crescent Club
Golf Club
Greeters
Karavaners
Klowns
Moonshriners
Motor Kart Unit
Honda Hot Shots
Over The Hill Gang
Provost Marshal
Rod & Gun Club
Stagecraft
Wrecking Crew

Greg Adams
Chris Shoemaker
David Thiel P.P.
John Reed
David Thiel, P.P.
George McKiernan
Richard Scott
Todd Williams
Michael J. Fox P.P.
Merged W/ Motor Kart Unit
A. Paul Pabón
Rod Stahl
John Little
Larry Snearly
Keith Mikaelsen

775.722.3075
775.400.1369
775.530.3151
775.825-2557
775.530.3151
775.722.6661
775.843.9526
775.240.1286
775.742.1867
775.720.4097
775.846.2140
775.771.9420
775.742.0933
775.851.8746

Kerak Shrine Golf Club
A Social Club That Plays Golf

Now into our 2018 golf season. An early T-Time at Carson Valley Golf Course with a lunch meeting at the Carson
Valley Country Club. It was a beautiful morning for golf, like playing golf indoors with a controlled environment. Lunch
was, of course, Lamb shanks, and 15 members and guest enjoyed the meeting. Lowest net was Brant Bradford with a 67
followed by Jim Walsh and Frank Omboli. Closest-to-the-Hole were Jim Walsh and Frank Omboli.
On Thursday, May 17th, our monthly outing was played at The Golf Club at Fernley, again a beautiful day for golf, the
rain on a golf course put it in great shape. Jim Walsh had the low net. Brant Bradford and John Reed were in the next
two places. Jim Walsh and Dan Venters getting Closest-to-the-Hole honors. Ten of the twelve players shot their handicap
or better, all within 5 strokes of each other, needless to say all had a great time.
Get all the golf club information at our website; “kerakshrine.com / then Clubs and Units / Golf Club / Golf Club
website.” Check it out.

2018 Tournament Schedule
June 14 (Thur)……………………………… Hidden Valley Memorial *
June 21 (Thurs)…………………………….. Dayton Valley
July 12 (Thurs)…………………………….. Lakeridge
July 19 (Thurs)……………………………... Carson Valley (Basque) *
August 4 (Sat)……………………………… Fernley #34 @ Toiyabe ***
August 16 (Thurs)………………………….. Silver Oak
August 31 – September 1 (Fri & Sat)……… Fall River ***
September 13 (Thurs)……………………… Sierra Sage
September 20 (Thurs)……………………… Sunridge
October 18 & 19 (Thurs & Fri)……………. Eagle Valley East / Washoe **
October 31 – November 4 (Wed – Sun)…… Mesquite ***
* Scramble
** Club Championship
*** Points N/A
Next Monthly Meeting – Carson Valley Golf Course – Thursday – May 10th

The 2018 Kerak Shrine golfing season for the Club is off and running, and we’re looking for Shriners and guests who
would enjoy playing some fun golf. If interested, contact President John Reed, 825-2557, john.w.reed@charter.net, or
Secretary Tom Buntin, 827-3930, nitnub@sbcglobal.net.
All pertinent golf club information is on the Kerak Golf Club website – “kerakshrine.com / then Clubs and Units / Golf
Club / Golf Club website.”

News from the

Karavaners Unit
May 7th, 2018 Minutes

1. The meeting was called to order at 5:00 PM by Secretary Dwain Thornton
with 31 in attendance. Our Wagon Master George McKiernan was not at
our meeting because his wife Linda McKiernan was taken to Northern
Nevada Hospital for emergency surgery.
2. Pledge of Allegiance: The pledge of allegiance was given.
3. Introduction of guests: Mary Ann Spark introduced Mary Anna Aydelotte
and Carolyn Stowell who are planning on attending our campout at
Meadow Cliff RV Park in Coleville, Ca.
4. Reading of the minutes: A motion was introduced and seconded that the
reading of the minutes be rescinded for April as they had all gone out in the
email and read previously.
5. Treasures Report: Was given by Joe Crowdis and was approved as read.
6. Sickness and distress: Discussion about Linda McKiernan. No other reports
were given.
7. Birthdays and Anniversaries: There were none mentioned.
8. Old business: Dwain discussed the Roster update which would be updated
and a new one emailed to all members.
9. New Business: Shirley Chandler mentioned that there was an Honored Lady
who wanted to attend all of our functions but did not have a computer to
receive our information. Mary Ann Spark volunteered to undertake that task.
10. Campout Reports: Monthly campout reports were given. Joe Crowdis
asked everyone who was going to the Meadow Cliff campground to raise their
hand 28 people raised their hands. Some are staying in the motel, some
staying in the campground and some driving up just for the dinners. Tuesday
will be a potluck for 28 people with the main dish pork loin provided. If you do

not wish to have that they asked that you provide your own protein. There
are 4 people that would provide salads, 3 people are to provide desserts, and
the guests staying at the motel are going to provide bread and butter.
Wednesday will be Pancakes and sausage at 9:00 AM. The amount requested
for the food was $5.00 and you should bring your own service. Thursday
evening was dinner at the Heyday Basque restaurant at 5:30 PM. It is to be
family style with a choice of Tri Tip or Chicken with all of the sides. The cost of
the dinner is $25.00 per person.
11. Joy Hurt reported on the Weed Heights campout for August and asked us to
notify Terry and her if you planned on attending.
12. George asked me to remind everyone about the June 18th campout at Lake
Topaz as well as the Campout at the Golden Coach RV Park in July in
Cromberg, Ca.
13. Monthly Dinner Report: The next dinner meeting will be hosted by Carol
Hawkins and will be at Mimi’s Café located at 5090 Kietzke Lane, Reno, NV. At
5:00 PM on June 4.
14. Special Announcements: Potentate Paul announced that
robo-calls will be coming out and hoped that many of our group would come
to the Potentates Ball on May 12th.
15. Dinner was served and the meeting was adjourned at 6:00 PM.
Respectfully submitted, Dwain Thornton, Secretary (775) 527-1163
email dwainthornton@sbcglobal.net

KERAK SHRINE GREETERS

The Kerak Shrine Greeters are hoping to
find some new members. Could you be
one of them?

What do Greeters do?
We welcome those attending stated meetings.
We carry the Shrine banner in parades.
We escort dignitaries for introduction at formal Shrine
functions.
Most of all we have fun doing what we do.

Our uniform is a white dinner jacket with a red
bow tie, black slacks and black shoes. If you are
interested, we have several white jackets just
waiting to adorn a Shriner like you.

Please call:
David Thiel PP, Director of the Greeters 775-530-3151
-orJoe Crowdis 775-721-2981

Kerak Dinner and Stated Meeting
The next Stated Meeting is June 27. This will be in celebration of Rodeo month. Please
plan to attend as this is the last meeting before the Shrine goes dark for two months.
Robo-calls will come out with details. Remember to call in your RSVP.
We will have the drawing of the jewelry tickets. Please be sure to turn in any tickets
and money you still have.

Help Our Children
Our Shrine Center is always in need of more drivers and co-drivers for transportation
of children to the Shrine Hospital. If you can give the Greatest Gift of your time,
please call Magda at the Shrine Center (856-3330) to be placed on the list of those
who give and give and give.

Upcoming events
Daughters of the Nile lunch and
Bingo

June 3, 2018

1:00 PM

Stated Meeting

June 27, 2018

5:00 PM Social
6:00 PM Dinner
7:00 PM Meeting

Murder Mystery Dinner

July 25, 2018

5:00 PM

Family Fun – Painting and Wine
(still working on details)

August 26, 2018

1:00 PM

The
Black Camel
In Memory of our departed
Brother Nobles

My Brethren, the roll of the workmen has been called, and one Master Mason has
not answered to his name. He has laid down the working tools of the Craft and
with them he has left that mortal part for which he no longer has use.
Donald Clukey
James Ruckman
Gordon Clare
Everett Corporon
S. BARTON “BART” JACKA

Dec. 21, 2017
Jan. 14, 2018
Jan. 31. 2018
Mar. 17, 2016
May 4, 2018

Roy Caldwell
Peter Zadra
David E. McMahon
Martin “Marty” Jensen

Dec. 2017
Feb 28, 2018
Feb. 4, 2018
Feb. 8, 2018

His labors here below have taught him to divest his heart and conscience of the
vices and superfluities of life, thereby fitting his mind as a living stone for that
spiritual building -- that house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

VERNICE STRANGE

Generous donation to the Shrine
Center from the Sunday Fundays

Paul Lundsford

Generous donation to the 1st Lady’s
Project

Thank you to all who continue to contribute to the First Lady’s Project. We will
certainly be able to make a difference in patients receiving cerebral palsy care at
our two hospitals

And still, another special thank you for all of you who donated to our Shrine
Center general fund. Every dollar counts.
Thank you all,
A. Paul Pabón, Potentate and Lady Karen

