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FROM THE POTENTATE 

Nobles and Ladies of Kerak Shrine,  

January has been very busy for your Board of Directors! Between working hard at 

the Shrine Center, to holding multiple Board of Directors meetings, to traveling to other 

Temples, we have been working hard to improve our relationships with our members and 

surrounding Shrine Centers. As I said before, we need many improvements done to our 

Center, some more important than others. We have had Building Inspectors, Roofing 

Companies, Architectural Engineers, Commercial Real Estate Brokers, and even Interior 

Designers visit our Shrine Center to evaluate the building itself, the rental spaces, and the 

overall health of our facility. This is needed to evaluate how we can best sustain our facility 

well into the future. While not all of the information from our “visitors” has been reported 

back to the Board, I can tell you that we are working hard to increase our income through 

brightening and freshening up the facility. This will make it more desirable to our potential 

clients, who provide the only true source of income for our facility: rentals for special 

events. If we were to rent our facility two days a week, it would easily cover ALL our 

operating expenses! The truth is, fundraisers are no longer sustaining our operating 

expenses and we need to make a change. The good news is that these efforts will also 

improve the facility for us, as the Center will be brighter, fresher, and more appealing! We 

are looking for ways of doing this as cost-effectively as possible. Everything costs money, 

but we need to save wherever we can. It is time to get the revenue of our Center back in 

the Black! We will be discussing all this information with the Nobles as it becomes 

available.  

The lighter improvements will be completed as soon as possible, like the decluttering 

of the Center, Painting, and cleaning the exterior. We need to paint the exterior, which I 

am highly recommending that we hire a professional painting company to complete 

(estimates are currently being sought). Since painting will cover up our current logo, I would 

also suggest replacing our hand painted logo with a backlit sign that will be more visible in 

the evening. Our curb appeal is very important for our potential customers and needs lots 

of work. I would also like to make improvements to our parking lot and store our assets 

somewhere close (but offsite), which will create additional parking for events. The roof is 

patched, for now, but still needs to be replaced. We have other leaks that need to be 

addressed but, the reality is, ultimately it all needs to be replaced. All of this will be costly, 

but the potential return on investment can put us back on the right path sooner than later. 

More information will be provided when a full cost to benefit report is completed in the 

near future.  

Now, for the fun stuff! January started off quickly with our Installation of Officers 

on the 5th at the Sands. Thank you to Lisa and the Sands for a great venue and great food, 

and thank you to Jay Williams and his lady Sally for putting the event together! Also, thank 

you to Illustrious Sirs Michael Fox and Bill Earnhardt for being our Installing Officers, 

and for all who attended.  



 

Next, we attended the Presentation of Officers at Al Bahr in San Diego and had a 

wonderful time full of fellowship, lots of laughs, and great food and beverages. Immediately 

following our visit to Al Bahr, my family and I had the pleasure of taking a cruise out of 

the San Diego Harbor on the Eurodam through the Mexican Riviera. We stopped in Los 

Cabos, Mazatlan, and Puerto Vallarta before spending two days at sea to come home. In 

total, it was 7 days of fun, food (too much food), and sun! I even spoke with our Masonic 

Brethren in Mazatlan, but our schedules conflicted, and we were not able to meet up.  

Our January stated meeting honored our Past Potentates and I would like to thank 

Illustrious Sir Michael Fox and his Mother, Honored Lady of Illustrious Sir Gene Fox, for 

cooking a fantastic meal for us! Also, thank you to the Rainbow Girls for all your help and 

hard work at all our stated meetings. Speaking of the Rainbow Girls, Kerak Shrine was given 

the honor to Crown the new Worthy Advisor of the Rainbow Girls Mt. Rose Assembly, Ari 

Carmona, and we had a great time doing it!  Unfortunately, due to other commitments, I 

was unable to attend the Aahmes Installation, but Kerak was well represented by 

Illustrious Sir of Aahmes Jay Williams and his Lady Sally. I will visit Aahmes personally as 

soon as I can.  

Next Came our first Steak Night, put on by our High Priest and Prophet Scott Thiel 

and it was a HUGE Success! It was great food, even better fellowship, and lots of 

beverages!!! I highly recommend you attend the Steak Nights and a flyer is enclosed for 

the next event! Thank you to our HP&P for a fantastic event!  

February 2nd was the Installation of Officers at Ben Ali. Unfortunately, due to the 

weather, the pass was closed so I was unable to attend. I informed their Potentate that I 

will visit as soon as I can. The next day was the Super Bowl Party at the Shrine Center. We 

had a good turn out and good food (even though the game was not as exciting...). At least 

the fellowship was great!  

Finally, I was invited to the Official Visitation of the Supreme Queen of the 

Daughters of the Nile, Shirley A. Henley, hosted by Queen Laura Alden of our own Ammon 

Ra Temple #56! We had a great time and I presented the Supreme Queen with a “Stepping 

Stone” from our members at Kerak. Next month is looking just as full and I look forward 

to helping our Temple grow, increasing fellowship and fun, and visiting our Masonic and 

Shriner Brothers around the Country! Thank you!  - Cody P. Conway 

 

  



 

FROM THE RECORDER’S DESK 

Minutes of the Stated Meeting January 23, 2019 

 

Meeting was called to order at 7:23 P.M. by Potentate Cody Conway. 

Others in attendance were C.R Chris Shoemaker, A.R. Michael Chapton, O.G. Terry Edis, 

Treasurer Josh Lantz, Recorder, Chaplin Jay Williams, and 24 other Nobles. 

The opening Prayer was given by our Chaplin Jay Williams. 

The Black Camel Prayer was also given by our Chaplin, in memory of Nobles John A. 

Norris Jr.  and Robert “Bob” Hayner. 

A motion was made and seconded to suspend the reading of minutes from the 

December stated meeting. 

Unfinished business. 

P.P. Michael Fox nominated Scott Thiel for the vacant position of High Priest and 

prophet. With no other nominations, nominations were closed. Scott Thiel accepted the 

position, if elected. A motion was made to dispense with the formal ballot and that the 

Recorder cast a unanimous vote in favor of Scott Thiel to be the High Priest and prophet. 

By a show of hands of those members present it was unanimous electing Scott Thiel to 

that position. 

Work was then suspended and all ladies and non-nobles were invited in to witness the 

installation of Scott Thiel, Josh Lantz and Mike Chapton. Josh and Mike could not attend 

the installation on January 5 2019. Past Potentates Michael Fox and Bill Earnhardt were 

the installing officers. Non-Nobles and ladies were then asked to retire to the banquet 

room, and at 8:12 the meeting resumed. 

Past Potentates, past Masters and Grand Lodge officers were introduced.  

The Treasurer gave his report and it was approved as read. 

Circus report – C.R. reported on the progress for the 2019 circus. 

Club and unit reports - nothing at this time. 

 



 

P.P. Bill Earnhardt reported on the upcoming Country Music Festival. 
Thanks was given by the A.R. for electing him to that position and H.P.&.P also gave 

thanks and elaborated on some of his background. 

There was no other new business. 

Robert Pohlman reported on the S.L.C. Hospital. 

P.P. Michael Fox reported on the S.H.C.N.C.  

A.R. Shoemaker reported on the Robert Burns Dinner. 

P.P. Michael Fox reported on WSA 4/10/19 thru 4/14/19. 

This month’s Kourier entries were due by Sunday 1/27/19. 

The meeting closed in short form at 8:57 P.M. 

 

Howard Elsfelder - Recorder  

 

 

  



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

2019 Kerak Shriners Dues Notice 
Dear Nobles, being a Shriner goes beyond a commitment to our fraternity and Temple.  

Your participation truly makes a difference in the lives of children.  Please renew your 

membership today!  

 

Help Our Children 
Our Shrine Center is always in need of more drivers and co-drivers for transportation of 

children to the Shrine Hospital. If you can give the Greatest Gift of your time, please 

call Magda at the Shrine Center (856-3330) to be placed on the list of those who give 

and give and give. 

 

Donations to Building Fund 
We are looking to make drastic improvements to our facility to better suit it for our 

nobles, special events, and rentals. This will require funds for improvements such as 

replacing the roof, replacing steps, painting the facility (inside and out), etc. Please 

donate what you can to the building fund to help this endeavor.  

 

Donations in Memory of Illustrious Sir Gene Fox 
Steve Johnson of the Northern California Shrine Hospital Board of Governors is taking 

donations for those interested to purchase a piece of equipment in the memory of Gene 

Fox for the Northern California hospital 

 

Many members of the Northern California Hospital board of Governors have generously 

donated.  The Board of Governors wants to open up this opportunity to Kerak Shrine, 

Nobles or anyone else interested. 

 

Aahmes Shrine was also given the option for this opportunity and were able to purchase 

an item in Terry Moody’s name. 

 

If you are interested please contact Michael Fox at 775-742-1867 and leave a message.

  
 

Calling all Units 
The Potentate invites all units to setup an information table about your unit at every 

stated meeting. Come tell the Nobles and Ladies what you do, and potentially recruit more 

members to your unit.  



 

Happy Holidays 2018 and Joyous wishes for 2019! 

 

 
Hello Everyone!  

 It is with sincere appreciation that I send you the annual end of year letter for 2018. Our 

patients and families remark daily that our hospital ‘feels different’; they claim that they 

feel known and truly cared for as patients, people and families when they come through our 

door. Shriners Hospital for Children –SLC is an amazing place thanks to each of you! 

Surgery:  This year we completed 977 surgeries involving over 2,100 different procedures.   We 

completed over 55 spine surgeries and had 13 kids placed in halo traction.   Over 73% of our 

overall surgeries were outpatient surgeries.  The total theatre time was nearly 2,000 hours. This 

adds up to many hours before and after “wheels in and wheels out” of the OR, meaning our MDs 

and RNs and OR staff completed over 2500 total hours of work caring for patients.  Between 

January and November, 75 Risser casts were placed, and over 55 children had spinal surgery with 

implants.  Six of these had MAGEC rods placed.  Our OR monthly billing was over 1.54 million 

dollars/mo., and although much of this was covered by SHC Charity Care, money was returned to 

the overall budget to reduce our draw on the endowment and keep our mission alive.  And, we are 

the first hospital in Utah and the entire SHC system to achieve a ‘Go Clear’ Gold Level Status 

Award from the Association of Perioperative Registered Nurses (AORN) keeping our staff and 

most importantly our patients safe from surgical smoke. 

Inpatient, SCU and Outpatient Surgical Unit:  This year our clinical floor helped 71 patients 

through the Special Care Unit (SCU) for over 2000 hours of acute patient care. We had over 200 

inpatient admissions and over 720 outpatient surgical visits. We had Halo patients here for a total 

of 380 days-for a total of 13 children.  Halo kids often can’t get this kind of care through a 

regular hospital, in addition, the traction offered by the Halo makes their surgery much safer.  

We had 120 patients that had an epidural catheter for pain control which involves multi-specialty 

coordination.  Fifty nine kids were here for bisphosphonate treatment for their OI—for over 70 

days of treatment-another incredible service that our staff offers to these brittle bone children.  

Between pre-op and post-op calls to patients, as well as triage calls, our busy nurses answered 

over 800 hundred patient calls this year.   Our pediatric team has really helped keep the avenues 

of communication open between the medical and nursing staff to assure that our kids have strong 

continuity of care. 

Supply Chain:  Chase and his team have been super busy keeping us stocked and compliant with 

all the Lawson orderings.  Our inventory turnover rate is better than the national average, our fill 

rates (do we have stuff the second we need it) is nearly 99% and the orders that are on contract 

(so we get the best rate that we can) is 74% for hospital and 97% for orthopedic implants.  For 

this last metric, anything above 70% is considered excellent.  Chase and his team have not only 

been highly vigilant to our needs, but also have remained excellent stewards of SHC resources to 

use our contracts as fully as possible. 



 

Business Development: This year our team spoke at over 35 engagements, visited 18 conferences 

and health fairs, and made 386 site visits to healthcare professional offices. This is incredibly 

helpful in educating the Intermountain West about the great work that we do at SHC-SLC.  Our 

total referrals were 1,925 with physician referrals coming in at 1,195.  In August, the Business 

Development team, together with the Marketing and Communications team, initiated a ‘back to 

school scoliosis awareness’ campaign which generated 77,856 emails to parents in our catchment 

area-36% which were opened by parents and viewed.  We truly appreciate the over 7,687 miles 

that Nevah and Jill logged on our behalf. 

Therapy Services:  The therapy team saw 4856 visits.  Theresa Golley has been an amazing 

addition to our staff, and we thank her for all her wonderful energy and ideas.  Laura saw over 

530 visits for speech pathology, helping 92 individual children.   Occupational therapy had over 

800 visits, helping 291 individual kids and their families.   Physical Therapy had over 3500 visits 

with 915 individual families assisted.  Sonia continued to offer a very specialized (and successful) 

program to help our adolescent scoliosis patients Jen was instrumental in the outcome of our limb 

lengthening kids treated by Dr. McClure. Our bike program continues to bring loads of smiles to 

children challenged in mobility; this year nearly 50 kids got modified bikes, and 6 received a new 

fat wheel bikes---nearly 60 very happy, and spinning kids!  Excellent! 

Radiology:  The radiology services group were super busy and engaged as always!.  Dr. Murray did 

over 450 ultrasound exams for babies with hip dysplasia (this is an amazing service for these 

families) and helped train Jaime Manning, PA and Susana Kinikini, NP in ultrasound as well.  Over 

12,000 radiologic exams on nearly 8000 patients were completed --with Dr Murray reading almost 

all of them.  Nearly 40% were EOS exams—lowering the overall radiation exposure for all 

these exams by 60%-80% per exam!  Our techs spent over 1,000 hours in the operating room 

running the C-arm to help over 410 surgeries be safer and faster.  Lastly, in a statistic of quality, 

only 6% of films needed to be repeated (of 12,000)—saving 98% of our kids secondary radiation 

exposure, 

Gait Lab:  The gait lab helped evaluate over 320 patients this year to help clarify their bracing, 

therapy and possibly surgical requirements.  Nearly 270 kids had a full gait study which takes 

nearly 2 hours and multiple personnel to complete.  Each study is read by a dedicated team from 

PT, P&O, Physical Medicine and Rehab faculty from the University, orthopedic surgeons from both 

PCH and SHC as well as the Gait lab doctors of physical therapy and Dr. MacWilliams.  This 

complex evaluation and interpretation is imperative to help us make the best clinical decisions for 

our patients with neuromuscular or post-traumatic deformities.  The gait lab offers a unique 

bridge for collaboration of the University, PCH and SHC, all for the improvement of care of 

children.  Since its inception, the SHC-SLC gait lab has done nearly 8000 studies!   

Research:  Research at SHC-SLC has had a very productive 2018.   We developed and activated 

11 new clinical trials while simultaneously completing accrual on 5 existing projects.  We had a 

total of 1151 research enrollments with 64 of those coming from prospective patients and 1087 

from retrospective patients.  Data collected for research resulted in 4 abstract submissions, 2  



 

presentations and 2 publications.    We have also expanded our volunteer program with applicants 

coming to SLC from Michigan, Alaska and Vancouver, Canada.  These volunteers have participated 

in protocol development, data collection, and abstract preparation and have even presented at 

scientific review meetings.  In addition, we hosted the first ever intern for the ‘women in 

academic orthopedics’ internship funded by the University of Utah.  This medical student then 

presented at the American Women Medial Association.  Dr. Fedorak once again hosted a highly 

productive Lemeiux medical student scholar funded by SHC. 

Pharmacy Services:  Our pharmacy staff mixed over 4,300 sterile products for patient use.  

They completed over 22,000 new orders and also double check all out orders to help avoid any 

medical errors!  This group also continued recycling all glass containers and all eligible plastic 

containers and have researched a green way to get rid of pharmaceutical waste that never gets 

into our ground or water supply.  Our overall cost of medication was nearly $250,000- with half 

of that cost covered by Shrine assist, consistent with our mission. They have revamped and 

improved patient safety measures, medication reconciliation (nearly 2100 orders!) and kept us in 

front of any potential medication shortages.  Next year, we will continue work on our opioid and 

antibiotic stewardship to help keep our patients even safer. 

Health Information Management:  Marcus and America and her team have kept us over 90% 

compliant with our documentation which then quickly gets information back to referring MDs and 

helps with overall patient care and referrals.  With over 90 discharges per month, and over 500 

kids/month in clinic, this is no easy task! 

Med Staff Changes:  Dr John Sanders will be leaving us mid-year in 2019, and we are already 

hunting for a replacement- with many excellent candidates already applying to evaluate!  Dr. 

Sanders will remain PRN to help cover CME and PTO for continuity of care for our patients.  In 

addition, we sorely miss Dr. Singer who moved back to Colorado to be close to her family.  

However, we now have the wonderful Dr. Sarah Kuestner and Alisha Wursten, NP to help us with 

our pediatric needs and car seat clinics.  Also, Susana Kinikini has truly risen to the challenge to 

make the transition smooth and to continue to help in clinic (ultrasounds and injections), on the 

floors with operative patient’s documentation and also on inpatient with all her other work.  

Thanks to our great pediatric team! 

Lastly, our wonderful Dr. Kathy Murray will also retire this December.  The care that she has 

offered our patients can’t be overstated.  For decades she has read every radiograph taken on 

our patients, both at SHC and off site.  She is an amazing resource. Luckily, she lives very close 

to the hospital, and I am never letting her drop her credentialing, so she will be here PRN…☺ 

Wheelchair and Seating:  Wheelchair and seating was- as usual- amazing this year.     Matt and 

Ken and their great team repaired 1,590 chairs (up 150 from last year!), and helped 248 donated 

and 206 insured chairs meet with their grateful and now mobile, new owners.  They helped 104 

kids get into appropriate sized and safe car seats- doubling last year’s numbers.   



 

And the Halloween clinic?  That was the most magical day of the year!  Not only were 30 kids 

fitted into Halloween dream machines (twice last year’s amount) , but the Spirit of Halloween was 

so inspired that they now offer wheelchair costumes in their online catalogue for kids not lucky 

enough to live in SLC.  This is an incredible gift from SHC-SLC to the pediatric wheelchair 

ambulators of the world.  

 

 
 

You all are my heroes. 

 

And if all that weren’t enough, the Un-limb-ited camps continue to be incredibly popular.  Twenty 

five campers enrolled in the winter camp, 16 in the summer and 19 at our Big-Little camp.  These 

camps not only bring the kids together, they also offer incredible treatment for professional 

burnout for the staff and Board of Governors, many of whom are involved in these wonderful 

events. 

Thanks so much to wheelchair and seating for making all of our lives more meaningful and 

fun! 

Outreach Clinics: Our teams travelled to 12 outreach clinics in 2018.  Our teams dedicated an 

overnight stay in either Phoenix, Denver or El Paso to see over 470 patients for whom travel is 

incredibly difficult or simply too expensive.  Our El Paso clinic remained overwhelmed by the 

generosity of Shriner ‘Magic Mike’ and his El Paso Shriners. Incredible help that has made this 

clinic an amazing success.  We so appreciate their loving assistance.  Through outreach, we were 

able to book over 55 children for surgical services. 

Outpatient Clinics:  Here in SLC we scheduled over 500 clinics.  Over 9000 patients were seen, 

with nearly 2000 being new patients to our hospital.  Over 800 children were booked for surgical 

indications, over 1000 were seen by social work and interpreter services helped on over 550 

encounters.  Club foot clinic is considered to be the best in the intermountain west- maybe even 

the whole US.  Dr. Hennessey and her team have put SLC on the map for clubfoot patients.   

Cerebral Palsy clinics have been added each month—4/mo.—a tremendous asset to these  



 

complicated kids.   Physical Medicine and Rehab clinics are full and we have been injecting disport 

in over 15 kids/month.  The OI clinics and skeletal dysplasia clinic have wait lists as well!  And car 

seat clinic is incredibly popular to make our older kids, with poor muscle control, safe in their 

family’s car:  thanks to the pediatric staff and the wheelchair and seating group for making this 

possible. 

Prosthetic and Orthotics:  The amazing POPs team has traveled to 8 outreach clinics, created 

over 4100 new orthotics (up 3% from last year) and over 230 new prosthetic limbs!  Prosthetic 

limbs were up year again (7%), from last year’s incredible 203 mark.  They had over 5700 patient 

visits.   In addition, POPS collected $1,840,562.00-the highest in the system.  This represents 

the highest number of deliveries ever in SLC and the largest revenue EVER collected by any 

POPS center.  This truly helps keep our mission alive so we can minimize our draw on the 

endowment and continue our mission of helping kids without means far into the future. 

Computer Services:  Computer Services is just here when you need them- thanks folks.   This 

year our great team trained 30 new med staff, 50 other staff, refreshed 75 computers and 

added a full new 20 computers.  And Service Now?  Called more than 2000 times—that’s a lot of 

help for all of us!  Robin Mack has moved to a whole new position, clinical transformation specialist, 

to make sure we all use the EMR to its fullest potential.  We added a new IS person and Bret has 

moved up to Robin’s former role.  Thanks Mike Allen and your cheerful team. 

HR/Credentialing:   Fifty new hires were added to the SHC-SLC family this year.  We all owe 

Beverley a huge amount of gratitude for leading us through this very busy year.  We still have 

some more spots, so this number will climb by the year’s end.  100% of our employees enrolled in 

the open benefits website.  Kelly credentialed 31 residents, 11 new providers and 30 re-

appointments.   6 new fellows were also credentialed.  This is an amazing amount of work to keep 

us compliant.  Thanks for all you do. 

Billing:  The Hospital collections totaled $7 million this year.  Our charges totaled nearly $37 

million. In February 2019, we are scheduled to begin anesthesia billing—I hope that this helps 

offset our draw on the endowment even more than we already accomplish with our other provider 

billing. Physician Assistants also became billable this year within in the SHC system.  Mr. Jacobson 

and I continue to work on optimizing our third party pay to offset our draw on the endowment, 

but only when insurance payments can help us do this.   Despite being over-budget for pharmacy 

and implants, our mission continues: over 5.8 million dollars of charity care was given this year 

to our grateful patients and their families.   

Education:   Jen Macali has been an educational whirlwind!   Over 90 clinical and observational 

students were here this year for over 5,900 staff hours:  DOUBLE last year!  This is an 

incredible amount of work for Jen, and all our staff, but this kindness comes back by enhancing 

our reputation and visibility in many fields.  Approximately 20% of our staff is new this year, 

requiring 52 new staff orientation.   



 

Jen kept us honest and got us to 99% on SHINE and 100% on HIPPA (that wasn’t easy).  We had 

942 participants through the year in 50 different educational offerings.  Dozens recertified in 

PALS and BLS.   We trained 22 new volunteers.   

Jen has also been instrumental in developing and fine tuning our M&M quarterly conferences which 

help educate all of us.     Thanks for keeping us compliant and current! 

Infection Prevention and Employee Health: This year we on-boarded 61 new employees and 25 

new volunteers through this program.  Our hand hygiene rate is the highest yet at 83%--but of 

course we won’t rest until that score is 100%! Our overall surgical infection rate is an enviable 

0.99%---under 1% surgical infection is really amazing, and speaks to the teamwork of medical 

staff, the OR staff, pharmacy and the nursing staff on the floor to assure that the kids are safe.  

Well Done! 

Development:  The Development department garnered nearly 1.7 MILLION Dollars for the 

hospital this year from over 5000 monetary gifts—the number of gifts is up by over 400.  We 

received 30 gifts at over $10,000.00!  We accomplished 3 huge tasks:  we paid for new OR 

lights ($340,000), 2 new defibrillators ($36,363) and a new Ultrasound Machine ($30,810).  

Our new Director Nathan Clark has been at event after event and we so appreciate his teams 

dedication to the mission of SHC-SLC.  Now that he has gotten to know us, imagine what next 

year will be like! 

Marketing and Communications (Marcom):  This year, SHC-SLC was ‘liked’ on Facebook over 

4,700 times-recommending us to others over 60 times on Facebook.  This makes us the leader 

within the SHC system!  Our 4th Annual Walk for Love was a hit, with approximately 1300 people 

in attendance and raised over $65,000—the best year ever.  AND the BIGGEST in the SYSTEM!   

The national SHC commercials, which feature us along with other SHC hospitals, have 

estimated over 20 BILLION impressions via national television.   

The SHC-SLC Halloween Wheel Chair clinic was featured in the Washington Post, FOX news and 

on the front page of the SLC Tribune’.   In addition, now there are now wheelchair costumes for 

kids nationwide, thanks to our generous sponsor, the ‘Spirit of Halloween’.   This was truly 

groundbreaking. 

Our Local media coverage included over 220 news stories which gave us 109 million impressions—

worth over $775,000 if we had paid for them outright…. 

The Unlimbited camp in January 2018 was a great start to the year.  On the TODAY show, Kerry 

Sanders interviewed our fabulous alumni Santiago Vega, to help us mentor the next generation of 

para-Olympic athletes. 

All this positive exposure means that our little hospital has a tremendous impact on the entire 

system of SHC’s mission - care for children despite a family’s ability to pay! 



 

Dietary:  And of course- food.  Our team makes almost 350 meals/month for patients alone.  In 

addition to cooking over 2,300 meals every week,   Maryanda’ s team also cooked for visiting 

groups and made all the special teas like Halloween… wow.   She estimates that this year alone, 

we used over 34,000 eggs, 18,000 slices of bread and 6000 cartons of milk.  Our dietician, Beth 

Miller, also found time to see over 850 patients this year to help them with healthy eating; on 

average over 70/month.  We are all so indebted to our dietary staff. Every day.  Thank you all so 

much! 

US News and World Report:  Our hospital was again ranked in the top 25 of all children’s 

hospitals in the country by USNWR (#19!).  Our numbers, combined with our division partners 

at PCH, helped keep us in the top 25 for the fourth year running.  This has kept us within the top 

2 rated SHC hospitals for the 4th year! In addition, we were named as a top 10 workplace in SLC 

by the Salt Lake Tribune- the third year in a row. 

Press Ganey:  For all 4 quarters of 2018, the overall, system average of SHC for pateint services 

has been around 93 for a mean score.  Every quarter, we have been above that average with 

inpatient with an AVERAGE of 97.2.  (Just for reference, the average for the pediatric hospital 

peer group is 88.3.) For outpatient clinic, the system average has been 93.5.  SLC averaged at 

95.1 (last year was 94.4).  For ambulatory surgery, the system average was 94.2 (pediatric peer 

group was 91); SLC was 96.  All Press Ganey scores, Inpatient, Outpatient and 

Ambulatory Surgery improved over last year by .7 to 4.7% points!   

In addition, look where we also scored 100%: 
• Quiet on Inpatient 

• Special diet explanations 

• MDs concern for questions/worries 

• Availability of interpreters 

• MD friendliness to child 

• Staff washed hands before examination 

• Motional Analysis lab 

• P&O fitting 

• Friendliness of Anesthesia 

• Recommend hospital to others… 

We should be incredibly proud of these numbers.  They are amazing!!!!!!!!!!!!  Other hospitals 

couldn’t even begin to compete with this… 

I can’t thank all of you enough for this amazing year and hospital.  Just ask our patients 

and their families, this is a very special place.   

Thanks to everyone who makes every child and their family feel so loved. 

With love and admiration, 

~ Kristen  



 

2019 KERAK SHRINE CLUBS AND UNITS 

 

 

CLUBS 
 

Clubs are outlying satellite parts of Kerak Shrine that work to support the Shriners Hospitals 

and the Kerak Shrine Center. 
 

   
EL-KO Reed Moseley 775.934.9759 

   
Kit Carson Valley Shrine Club 

 
Mike Chapton 775.392.3102 

Pizan Switch Mike McCurry 760.937.2204 
 

 

 

UNITS 

 

Units are groups of Shriners, families and friends who have a common interest and enjoy 

getting together. 

 
Arabians Greg Adams 775.722.3075 

Arabian Knights Chris Shoemaker 775.400.1369 

Golf Club John Reed 775.825-2557 

Greeters David Thiel, P.P. 775.530.3151 

Karavaners Paul Pabón, P.P. 775.720.4097 

Klowns Richard Scott 775.843.9526 

Moonshriners Todd Williams 775.240.1286 

Motor Kart Unit Michael J. Fox P.P. 775.742.1867 

Honda Hot Shots Merged W/ Motor Kart Unit  

Over The Hill Gang Paul Pabón, P.P. 775.720.4097 

Provost Marshal Rod Stahl 775.846.2140 
Rod & Gun Club John Little 775.771.9420 

Stagecraft Larry Snearly 775.742.0933 

Wrecking Crew Keith Mikaelsen 775.851.8746 

   

 

  



 

KERAK SHRINE GOLF CLUB 
A Social Club That Plays Golf 

 

We started off the 2019 golf season with our monthly luncheon and meeting on Thursday, January 10th at 

the Napa Sonoma restaurant on South Virginia with another good turnout of members and guests.  Newly re-

elected President John Reed asked for any comments or changes to the proposed 2019 tournament schedule and 

there were none. John, with some member assistance, will now reserve golf courses and establish T-times.  

Neither were there any changes proposed for the Point System, rules or handicap calculations. So, we’re off 

and running.   

 

 2019 Tournament Schedule 
 March 21 (Thur)………………………Washoe 

 April 11 (Thur)……………………….  Eagle Valley East (Breakfast) 

 April 18 (Thur)………………………. Wolf Run 

 May 9 (Thur)…………………………. Carson Valley (Lunch) 

 May 16 (Thur)……………………….. Fernley 

 June 13 (Thur)………………………... Hidden Valley Memorial (Lunch) * 

 June 20 (Thur)……………………….. Dayton Valley 

 June 29 (Sat)…………………………. Ben Franklin #45* Sierra Sage*** 

 July 11 (Thurs)……………………….. Lakeridge 

 July 18 (Thurs)……………………….. Toiyabe (Thunder Canyon) * 

 August 3 (Sat)………………………... Fernley #34*@Toiyabe *** 

 August 15 (Thurs)……………………. Silver Oak 

 August 30-31 (Fri & Sat)…………….. Fall River *** 

 September 12 (Thurs)………………... Sierra Sage 

 September 19 (Thurs)………………... Redhawk (Lakes) 

 October 17 & 18 (Thurs & Fri)………. Eagle Valley East / Washoe ** 

 October 30 – November 3…………… Mesquite *** 

* Scramble 

** Club Championship 

*** Points N/A 

 

At the close of the 2018 golf season the Club would like to heartily thank all the members, spouses and guests 

who participated in the various tournaments and activities. We also thank the Club officers, especially President 

John Reed and Secretary Tom Buntin for the outatanding jobs they did for the Club – John for ensuring we had 

a season filled with challenging tournaments and satisfied members, and Tom for writing the monthly Kourier 

articles and maintaining the Club Point System.  

 

 

Next Monthly Meeting – Napa Sonoma Restaurant – Thursday – February 14th 

 

The 2019 Kerak Shrine golfing season for the Club has begun and we’re looking for Shriners and guests 

who would enjoy playing some fun golf.  If you can hit the ball past the ladies’ tee, contact President John Reed, 

825-2557, john.w.reed@charter.net, or Secretary Tom Buntin, 827-3930, nitnub@sbcglobal.net.  

All pertinent golf club information is on the Kerak Golf Club website – kerakgolfclub.com.  

 
 

mailto:john.w.reed@charter.net


 

NEWS FROM THE KARAVANERS’ UNIT 

January 7, 2019 minutes and newsletter 

1. The unit’s monthly meeting was held on January 7th at Jack’s Coffee Shop #2 in Reno and 

attended by 18 unit members. 

2. The meeting was called to order by Secretary John McIntosh at 11:50 am 

3. The pledge of allegiance was given. 

4. We all thanked Carol Hawkins for hosting the luncheon. 

5. The reading of the December minutes was approved.  They had been sent electronically 

as well as printed in the Kourier.  A copy of the minutes was also available for review. 

6. The Treasurer was not present so, the Treasurer’s report was tabled until the next 

monthly meeting. 

7. Sickness and distress:  Update on the surgery and recovery of Dwain Thornton, who is 

home resting now.  A get-well card was signed and sent. 

8. Birthdays and Anniversaries: The unit members sang happy birthday to Karen Pabon 

(January21). 

9. Old business:  None reported. 

10.  New business: Members were asked to think of / suggest places that they   would like 

to visit / camp for the coming year.  Also, places / host where they would like to hold 

our monthly meeting. 

11.  Bill and Cindy Earnhardt announced that they were hosting a Kentucky Derby / Cinco de 

Mayo party at their house on Saturday May 4th, at Noon. 

12.  Next meeting:  Andy and Sharon Anderson will host our February 4th, 2019 meeting at 

Red’s Old 395 Grill, 1055 S. Carson Street, Carson City, NV. 89703. at 11:30 am. 

13.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:15 pm after which lunch / breakfast was served.  

 

Respectfully submitted, John McIntosh, Secretary  

___________________________________________________________ 
The Meeting for March is scheduled for Monday March 4th, 2019 at 11:30 am. Red’s Old 395 Grill, 1055 S. 

Carson Street, Carson City NV. 89703.  Andy and Sharon Anderson remain our hosts and RSVP would be 

appreciated (775) 266 -9190.  



 

 

 
 

Monthly, 3rd Sunday Fun Day Dance & Social                                       
Kerak Shrine Center                                                                                                                                                                                           

Live Music “Sierra Swing Dance Band”                                                                                               

Ronda Shen, Vocalist                                         

Doors & No Host Bar Open 2:00 pm     Dancing 2:30 - 5:00 pm                                                                                                              
$10.00 per person at the Door.                                                                                      

One half of the entrance cost goes to the Shriners and one half to the Entertainers. 
**********************************************                                                                                                        

3rd Sundays 2019 schedule for Sierra Swing Dance Band at Kerak Shrine Center.                                                                                                 
Sunday Jan. 20th                Sunday Feb.17th                                                                                  

Sunday March 17th, St Patrick’s Dance & Pot Luck.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Bring a dish to share.                                                                                                                                                         

* No Dance April, the 3rd Sunday April 21st is Easter 
Sunday May 19th 

************************** 
Entertainers for June, July & August 18th TBA. (to be announced) 

********************* 

Sierra Swing Dance Band will be back                                                         
September15th, October 20th & Pot-Luck November 17th             

********************                                                                                              December 

15,2019 Entertainers TBA     
                                                                                  

Location:   Kerak Shrine Center 
4935 Energy Way, Reno                                                                                                 

Additional Parking Across Street.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
For Info Contact Vernice   verniceds@aol.com   call or text 775 233 6436 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!  
 

We would like more people to know the temple is available for events.        
  



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                       



 

    
 

The 

Black Camel    

 

In Memory of our departed Brother Nobles 
 
 
My Brethren, the roll of the workmen has been called, and one Master Mason has not 
answered to his name. He has laid down the working tools of the Craft and with them 
he has left that mortal part for which he no longer has use.  
 
John A. Norris, Jr. 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
His labors here below have taught him to divest his heart and conscience of the vices 
and superfluities of life, thereby fitting his mind as a living stone for that spiritual 
building -- that house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.  

  



 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

DONATIONS 
  
 
Precision Diamonds     Generous donation to the 2018 
 First Lady’s Project 
 
Cindy Earnhardt Raffle Prizes and Donations to the 

2019 First Lady’s Project 
 
Barbara & Bill LaValley TV for the Kids Room 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to all who continue to contribute to the First Lady’s Project.  We will 
certainly be able to make a difference in patients receiving cerebral palsy care at 
our two hospitals 
 
And still, another special thank you for all of you who donated to our Shrine 
Center general fund.  Every dollar counts. 
 
 
Thank you all, 
Cody P. Conway, Potentate   and Lady Samantha 
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